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at least in their broad features, not a speculation, but
a fact. That not only the Apostles' Creed, but the
Nicene and Constantinopolitan Creeds, are assumed
as facts by the whole of anything that can be called
the Church, is as certain as the reception by the same
body, and for the same time, of the Scriptures. Not
only the Creed, but, up to the sixteenth century, the
hierarchy, and not only Creed and hierarchy and
Scriptures, but the sacramental idea as expressed in
the liturgies, are equally in the same class of facts. Of
course it is open to any one to question the genuine
origin of any of these great portions of the constitu-
tion of the Church; but the Church is so committed to
them that he cannot enter on his destructive criticism
without having to criticise, not one only, but all these
beliefs, and without soon having to face the question
whether the whole idea of the Church, as a real and
divinely ordained society, with a definite doctrine and
belief, is not a delusion, and whether Christianity,
whatever it is, is addressed solely to each individual,
one by one, to make what he can of it It need
hardly be said that within the limits of what the
Church is committed to there is room for very wide
differences of opinion; it is also true that these limits
have, in different times of the Church, been illegiti-
mately and mischievously narrowed by prevailing
opinions, and by documents and formularies respect-
ing it But though we may claim not to be bound by
the Augsburg Confession, or by the I/ambeth articles,
or the Synod of Dort, or the Bull (fni^n/tus, it does